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Join Us at the Fest!
By Billy Wilson, President

E

ight years ago, the marinas of
Lake Norman graciously volunteered to help our fledgling
Lake Norman Wildlife Conservationists chapter step farther out into the
lake community by joining forces for
our inaugural Lake Norman Wildlife
Oyster & Shrimp Fest. Truly, it was
the community joining hands across
the water to support wildlife conservation.

President’s Report

ed LNWC the opportunity to implement countless conservation and educational programs and projects, it
has also helped the fest evolve into
one of Lake Norman’s premier
events.
I’m happy to announce that, thanks to
all our loyal friends around the lake,
our 2016 Fest is expected to be sold
out weeks in advance and will raise
over $20,000 for wildlife conservation
efforts on Lake Norman!

Our marinas’ unwavering support Our Host Sponsor, RL West, will, for
through the years has not only afford(continued on page 2)
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T

he largemouth bass is a common, warm water fish native to
the Catawba River system, including Lake Norman. The largemouth bass is a member of the sunfish family which includes the black
basses (other black bass examples are smallmouth bass and Alabama bass).
The largemouth bass Latin name is Micropterus salmoides which means “small
fin” with trout-like characteristics. The largemouth bass is also one of the most
widely dispersed fishes in the world due to its popularity as a sport fish.
The identifying characteristics of largemouth bass are the two dorsal fins with a
deep notch between the spiny and soft-rayed portions, a body that is longer
than deep, a large mouth (hence the common name) with an upper jaw that extends beyond the rear of eye, and a dark lateral streak with an olive-green
body.
Largemouth bass typically grow about 6 inches per year in North Carolina wa(continued on page 3)
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the third year, welcome us to its fun and festive venue at LangTree Lake Norman.
LangTree Lake Norman shops and businesses have been tremendously supportive hosts by offering donations to the event’s silent and live auctions, and discounts to our patrons during Fest day. Furthermore, The Kilted Buffalo hosts a
separate annual fundraiser in the weeks leading up to the event in an effort to
raise funds to cover the meals of the volunteers on Fest night.

We’re on the web!
LNWC.org

With the Randy Marion Automotive Group as our Presenting Sponsor, the Fest is
sure to have more bells & whistles than ever. For instance, as a new addition to
the Fest, in an effort to truly honor our supporters, LNWC has created a collection
of offerings and memorabilia that will not only give our VIPs something to take
home with them, we believe it also will make their Oyster & Shrimp Fest experience more enjoyable. Perks of the 2016 “VIP” ticket include: an LNWC custom
engraved oyster shucking knife; an LNWC oyster shucking towel; an LNWC
Cleatus Cup with 6” dock cleat handle or an LNWC engraved wine glass; complimentary beer and wine, and an LNWC tote bag.
This year, guests will be entertained with great music by The Part-Time Blues
Band while dining on delicious food catered by Big Daddy’s of Lake Norman.
Tasty beverages served by our great partners, D9 Brewing and Barefoot Wines,
are sure to quench thirsts throughout the evening. For guests who want to “kick
back” in true lake-style, Four Seasons of Lake Norman will have a big selection of
their outdoor furniture for you to lounge upon.

DID YOU KNOW?
As a chapter of the
North Carolina Wildlife
Federation, LNWC is a
non-profit organization
that depends on
donations. Our Tax ID
is 20-8576936. Please
send donations to:
P.O. Box 4296
Mooresville, NC
28117

A limited number of VIP tickets are available for $100 each and include food and
all the previously mentioned amenities. General Admission tickets are $50 each
and include food and access to the cash bar. Please get your tickets right now -with over 4,000 followers of the event on Facebook, it is sure to sell out quickly!
On behalf of the Lake Norman Wildlife Conservationists, I look forward to having
our supporters join us 5 p.m. Sept. 24 for this great event as we celebrate our
conservation successes and raise funds to accomplish even more over the next
year. Tickets can be purchased on the LNWC Facebook page or www.LNWC.org
Hurry! Ticket sales end Sept. 17.
—Billy can be reached at Billy.Wilson@LNWC.org
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Largemouth Bass (cont.)
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ters, but the growth rate will vary widely depending
upon the fertility and subsequent amount of prey of a
water body, the climate or growing season, and the
population size. In new lakes with good fertility,
growth rates can exceed 12 inches within one year.
In North Carolina, most largemouth bass rarely live
past 3-4 years of age and a long-lived fish would be
10 years old. Largemouth bass usually spawn during
their second year of life although some fast-growing
individuals can spawn at one year of age. The size at
sexual maturity ranges from 9 to 12 inches. The
world record bass weighed 22 lbs., 4 oz.; a record
shared by George Perry from Montgomery Lake,
Georgia, on June 2, 1932, and Manabu Kurita from
Lake Biwa in central Japan on July 2, 2009. The
North Carolina record is 15 lbs., 14 oz.

Protecting the back of coves and areas where tribuSunfish species, including the largemouth bass, have taries enter into Lake Norman helps protect the
an interesting way of reproducing. Using his tail, the lake’s water quality and fish and wildlife habitat including spawning areas for largemouth bass.

male excavates a saucer-shape nest in a gravel or
sand bottom. Nests are generally one to three feet
wide depending upon the size of the male and will be
found in shallow water ranging from 1 to 4 feet in
depth. Largemouth bass spawning nests can be solitary or grouped together and are usually found along
wind-sheltered shorelines with southern exposures
for maximum heating from the sun. Spawning is initiated in the spring months when water temperatures
range from 60 to 72 degrees Fahrenheit, which usually means early April through early June in North
Carolina. Females average about 4,000 eggs per
pound of body weight, but the number can be quite
variable, depending upon body size. After the female
lays the eggs in the nest, the male fertilizes the eggs,
and then guards the eggs and fry until they are large
enough to fend for themselves (about one inch in
length). Meanwhile, the female leaves the nest vicinity and forgoes the parenting duties.

the species readily strikes angler’s fishing lures with
much gusto!

Largemouth bass prefer shallow, clear, and warm
water habitats with aquatic vegetation present and
thrive in standing waters such as ponds, lakes,
marshes, and stream backwaters. They can even be
found in brackish water along our coast.

The largemouth bass population in Lake Norman has
fluctuated considerably over the past several years
due to the clandestine stocking of the closely related
Alabama or spotted bass (Micropterus henshalli).The
introduction of Alabama bass was first documented
in 2000 and resulted in a corresponding decline in
the largemouth bass population. The decline was attributed to competitive interactions between the two
species for food and spawning areas. Studies by the
North Carolina Wildlife Resources Commission and
Duke Energy showed that the two bass species occupy different zones of the lake due to habitat preferences and possibly to minimize competition for food
and spawning areas. Largemouth bass prefer the
reservoir’s coves and backwater areas while the Alabama bass prefers the mainstream reservoir channel. Currently, it remains unknown what the eventual
full impact of Alabama bass will be on the Lake Norman largemouth bass population.

Largemouth bass are voracious predators and eat
fish, frogs, snakes, aquatic insects, and crayfish. The
young start out their life eating small crustaceans
(zooplankton) and gradually shift to small insects and
fish as they grow in size. The aggressive feeding
habits of largemouth bass are the main reason that

The current harvest regulation for largemouth bass in
Lake Norman allows anglers to harvest five fish with
a minimum size of 14 inches except that 2 fish in the
harvest creel can be less than 14 inches. However,
most anglers practice catch-and-release with this
feisty sport fish.
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Birds Benefit from Box Build!

T

he Lake Norman Wildlife Conservationists
conducted a Bird Box Build on Aug 15 and
20, concentrating on three species of cavitynesting birds whose numbers are declining. The 30
or so boxes, all hand-built of red cedar, will be installed this fall on selected islands in Lake Norman,
and in the case of the Prothonotary Warbler, in the
swampy headwaters of streams like Reeds Creek
and Mountain Creek. The three species of birds for
which their nesting box requirements vary little, are
fitted with slightly different-size portal protectors to
keep English Sparrows and squirrels from commandeering the boxes.
The Brown-Headed Nuthatch, Prothonotary Warbler and the Tree Swallows, in nature, have either
excavated nesting holes, used natural cavities resulting from decay of dead trees, or used holes created by other species. Because of the removal of
dead and/or dying trees, the nesting habitat of cavity-nesting birds has greatly disappeared, and their
populations have and continue to decline. Providing nesting habitat in the form of bird boxes is a
proven wildlife management tool, as evidenced by
the increasing populations of other cavity-nesters
like Wood Ducks, woodpeckers and Purple Martins.
In addition to the construction of bird boxes, 10 bat
boxes were also built. The bat boxes were built entirely different from the bird boxes in that the space
inside a bat house is very confined and designed to
mimic the tight space between the bark and the
tree trunk proper. Bats prefer close quarters and
need a warm place for the pups and that's why the
boxes will be painted black to preserve the heat.
You might ask, "Why can't a bat just find a nice tree
in which to raise a family?” The reason is that more
and more forests and wooded areas are being
cleared, and these bat houses will provide shelter
and roosting habitat for bats who are unable to find
naturally occurring wooded areas that are next to
water.
The Lake Norman Wildlife Conservationists invites
you to become involved with the habitat enhancement projects, like bird box builds, in and around
Lake Norman.

Prothonotary
Warbler

Brown-Headed
Nuthatch

Tree Swallow

Bats

—Gene Vaughan, at-large
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LNWC Feted by LKN Chamber

T

hanks to our own Community Relations
head, Don West, our organization was
honored as “Best of Show” exhibitor at the
2016 Lake Norman Chamber Business Expo.
The event was held June 2nd at Davidson College’s Belk Arena and was attended by about
2,000 guests.
“Their booth had exhibits promoting the wildlife
and flora which make up our Lake Norman region. The LNWC is a community-based organization established for the purpose of environmental education, appreciation of wildlife and
natural history, and conservation of wildlife habitat and natural resources,” stated the Chamber’s
announcement.
Business Expo is the signature event of the LKN
Chamber which showcases 150-165 area busiDon was on hand at the Lake Norman Chamber nesses and non-profits in the Huntersville, DaVIP Expo Sponsor Reception to receive the
vidson, Cornelius, Mooresville and greater Lake
award from Chamber Board Chair Callan Bryan Norman region.
and President Bill Russell. Also receiving awards
were Cooke Rentals (Most Professional) and
Thank you to Don and his LNWC volunteers for
Payroll Plus (Most Creative). The Chamber’s
setting up and taking down this fine booth!

Pollinator & Park News!

Hummingbird Moth

LNWC members at the south end of Lake Norman have been
busy developing plans to protect and preserve wildlife habitat
in Huntersville and Cornelius. First on the list is our work with
employees of Wells Fargo Bank to develop a pollinator garden
at its repository facility in Huntersville. Board member Kristen
Stark, a Habitat Steward, is helping with that project. Our plant
advisor, Christine Lisiewski of Dearness Gardens, is giving
them tips. At Robbins Park in Cornelius, LNWC helped Boy
Scout Jacob Mordock complete his Eagle Scout project by installing meditation benches. A Learning Tree Bench designed
by William Miltich will soon be installed, as well. There is also
a plan to install a wildflower meadow at the east end of the
little pond in Robbins, using seed-infused sod layers. The existing Butterfly Garden has hosted a large number of pollinators this summer, including bees, wasps, butterflies and
moths. Finally, I presented the PARC Department (Cornelius)
with a draft of an interpretive sign explaining life within soil layers for a Community Garden in the Smithville neighborhood.
—Sid Smith, LNWC VP
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LNWC Calendar!

Conserving LKN Wildlife Habitat
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7 p.m. Sept. 8 Nature Program, Mooresville Public Library, Tom Carroll, Nature Photography
5 p.m. Sept. 24 Lake Norman Wildlife Oyster & Shrimp Fest, LangTree LKN
6 p.m. Oct. 3 BOD Meeting, Keller Williams Realty Office, Bluefield Road, Mooresville
7 p.m. Oct. 13 Nature Program, Mooresville Public Library, Liz Rutledge, Hunters for the Hungry
4 p.m. Oct. 15 Laketoberfest, Bailey Road Park, Cornelius
6 p.m. Nov. 7 BOD Meeting, Keller Williams Realty Office, Bluefield Road, Mooresville
7 p.m. Nov. 10 Nature Program, Mooresville Public Library, Angel Hjarding, Butterfly Highway

Thank You to Our Major Sponsors!

Chapter Leaders
Officers:
Billy Wilson, President
Sid Smith, Vice President
Don West, Treasurer
Julie Higgie, Secretary

Directors at-large:
Eric Peterson
Jim Ray
Kristen Meng
Don Higgie
Gene Vaughan
Volkmar Dirksen
John Crutchfield

We welcome photos and article ideas for our newsletter.
Contact Julie Higgie, editor, at jchiggie@yahoo.com
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